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Construction

First, fold each A4 sheet in half along the vertical axis.

Using a craft knife or scalpel, cut a horizontal slot along the centre
dotted line of the first A4 sheet. (pages 1/2/13/14)

Then cut along the dotted lines on all the other sheets. Make sure to
cut to the very edges of the paper.

Stack the folded sheets in ascending order with the even numbers
at the top. Curl the bottom half of the second A4 page (pages
3/4/23/24).

Thread the curled page through the centre slot of the first A4 page.
Repeat this process with the third (pages 5/6/21/22), fourth (pages
7/8/19/20), fifth (pages 9/10/17/18), and sixth A4 sheet (pages
11/12/15/16) with the even pages in ascending order.

When all the pages have been threaded through, check the
pagination. Finally, fold the booklets in half along the horizontal axis.
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There are murmurs of more than neighbourly
nesting in the forests of Abernethy, Rothiemurchus
or Deeside. Co-habitation has consequences for
science. Diagnostic difficulties. Tracing strings and
sequences to disclose genetic truths. A century of
specialised enquiry and still taxonomy puzzles.

Perhaps the target has always been shifting.
Hybridbird.

Identities, we are told, are not designated, but
emergent, always in flux.

A perverse biodiversity.

Conservation undone by the object of its affections.
Outstripped by the thing itself.

Unseated as species icon

and crowned as feathered courier for

radical species ideas.
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CROSS-BILLS
SHARED WORK IN
BIOGEOGRAPHY

by Hayden Lorimer and Kate Foster
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Tongues tied and tired ears are to be found on
either side of a possible story. Breathless efforts to
recount past happenings, other places, are liable
to wander and all too prone to frustrate.

Once brought back here things from out there

so seldom hold form. Transit wears away at
thickness, reduces texture. Passage breaks down
whole stuff. Leaving sentences as bit parts.

To do fieldwork is to set off accepting a certain
version of defeat. We spend time out-of-doors
always anticipating the moments and mementos
that will submit ultimately to extraction.
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words too can lose sure footing.

Step aside, disorientation holds you in its sway.
An apprenticeship in crossbill hunting plucks
landscape out from the picturesque.

In one fell swoop.

The long reach of the mountain panorama
bi-focused into a black-cupped close-up.

Across undulating ground, attentions tilted upward
by forty-five degrees. Neck craned to scan the
pinewood canopy. The simplest task becomes a
sudden strain. When in search of something, how
do we learn to look?

All tangled up in the just-out-of-sight. Each
possible line of flight, each shift in the light,
carries a private burden of expectation.

FIELD TIPS TO TRAIN A GIMLET EYE

Scottish crossbills:

- are particular in their choice of habitat

- seek out tree crowns for a nesting site

- favour “stressed” trees and north-east facing branches
- prefer a grainy mosaic of pines, larches and spruce

- are fastidious eaters seeking out the choicest cones

- frequent ground haunts such as drinking pools
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Slit things open.

Snipping. Trimming.
Empty insides out. 'l” ' m M
Skinning. Slicing.

Draw stuff together.
Moulding. Stitching.
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Number 10 in a series of 50:

-
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Collecting at several steps remove.
A ‘stiffener’ as they were known in the trade.
A card once tucked neatly inside a pack of fags.

Presumably anxious fingers pulled first for the
white-tip-most-likely, lit up and dragged deep.
Rather than looking to see what British Bird was
roosting beneath the craving. Or perhaps, the card
mattered more than this, for an avid city birder,
pacing pavements and scanning corner-shop
shelves in search of the rarest of species.

There are thrills and temptations in the chase.
Beware, of a cult of inquiry all too ready to
transform research subjects into fugitives.
Name names: field method and quarry.

Shift the balance of the search. Seek out species
of passionate enthusiast and sorts of ornithological
expertise. The old and the new life-worlds of the
bird. Chronicle avifaunal assemblies.

Hear my sonogram.
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Still the standard work of reference, Pine
Crossbills, was penned by a paid-up member
of the awkward squad.

A swashbuckler, schooled in the old ways.

Clad head to toe in field mystique. A poacher and
a gamekeeper. A lynchpin in secretive egging
circles. A militant outrider. And bird lover.

Chances given and blown. With the greatest
precision. Then swaddled. And sold for a song.
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Well maintained borders are much
in vogue these days:

defining where one thing ends
and another begins.

World distribution
Scotlish crosshill
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